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the womb is entirely turned out, the buttons or cotyledons on the wall may be easily recognized. If the prtojapsed womb remains out for a long time before it is discoV^^ by the owner, the chances for a good recovery are slight. It usually is torn and bleeding. It may be dark red or even black. When the animal is alone in a barn, rats and cats have been known to nibble at it.
As soon as the prolapse is discovered, professional help should be sought. The replacement is difficult and whenever possible should be left to an experienced person. While waiting for help to arrive, something can be done to clean the protruding portion of the uterus. If the cow is lying down, the womb should be raised and a clean towel or sheet placed under it, and washed carefully with cold water. This will aid in decreasing the blood supply to the part and reduce the swelling. Afterward it should be bathed with a boric acid solution, about a teaspoonful of boric acid to 2 quarts of water. By this time help will have arrived.
If assistance is not available, something must be done to relieve the animal. In dealing with accidents of this sort a certain amount of risk accompanies, the relief operation, especially when one has had little or no experience. With this in mind, the following suggestions are offered. First, wash the womb as directed. Get the animal on its feet. It is always difficult to work to any advantage when the cow is down. Put her in a stall or some other place where her movements can be controlled. Raise the hind parts as high as possible. This can be done by building a pile of straw or litter under the hind feet. Have the head and shoulders of the animal as low as possible. A simple platform of some sort could be devised to raise the hind parts higher than the shoulders. This will help to prevent further prolapse and aid in replacing the womb. Straining may be lessened by passing a rope under the belly and up over the back. Pull the rope girdle tight to prevent the back from arching. ' After the animal is in proper position and cleaned, the